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finishing touches were given to it in 1834, while
he was managing his farm at Haverhill, and busy-
ing himself with the politics of his county. It
probably would not have been finished but for
material which came to his hand in two books of
historyl published after some lines of it had been
written. "Mogg Megone" was the first bound
volume, exclusively of verse, ever issued by Whit-
tier. It was published in 1836, by Messrs. Light
& Stevens, Cornhill, Boston, making a tiny book
of sixty-nine pages, 24mo. It was so very modest
in its size that it seems to have escaped the
attention of reviewers for several months after
its publication. But the "North American Re-
view" for April, 1837, contains an appreciative
notice from, the pen of Professor C. C. Felton,
which concludes with these words: "He has in
various forms displayed his power, and if he
will choose a less revolting theme, and construct
his fable skillfully, and give to the execution all
the finish of which he is capable, he will make
a poem that shall live."

In a letter to Lucy Hooper, written in August,
1837, Mr. Whittier says: " I send thee a copy
of 'Mogg Megone.' I was unable to finish it
as I could have wished. It is, in my mind, liable
to one grave objection. It is not, I fear, calcu-
lated to do good. But a small edition, however,
was printed, and it is some satisfaction to believe
that it cannot do much evil. The ' North Ameri-

1 These -were Folsom's History of Saco and Biddeford, and
Williamson's History of Maine, published respectively in 1880
and 1832.